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Veterinary 


Among our extracts this week is one headed ‘“ Quite 
fit for food.”” We reprint this with some anxiety 
because, if it is incorrect it does an injustice to the 
veterinary surgeons who are mentioned. Under the 
Public Health (Scotland) Act a veterinary certificate 
isof great value, as its possession by a person send- 
ing meat to market saves a prosecution if that meat 
isseized. We think this is a correct statement of 
the fact, and the justice of such a clause is apparent 
when we remember that an honest stock-owner 
might easily send unfit meat to be sold and conse- 
quently get into trouble. His doubts and fears may 

H be set at rest by employing an expert—a veterinary 

surgeon—and sending his certificate with the 
carcase, 

} The legislature, recognising the value of veterinary 

psurgeons as inspectors of meat, has given a great 
power to practitioners in Scotland. It is most neces- 


psry that we should use our powers with discretion, 


and remember our responsibilities. When certifi- 
tates from practitioners are diametrically opposed to 
the opinions of expert veterinary inspectors the 
public is likely to call in question the value of pro- 
lessional opinion. 


Tae Councm Exxcrion. 


We should be pleased to assist voters resident in 


mor Colonies or foreign countries by publishing 


tames of candidates for next election but we do not 
mow them. Next week we shall publish a list of all 
Noutnations we can discover, and meantime we give 
the names of the gentlemen retiring by rotation, but 
‘ ate eligible for re-election if nominated. We 
Nenot heard that any are resigning. 


F. W. Wragg W. A. Edgar 
J.McI. McCall W. O. Williams 
J. H. Carter A. C. Cope 


W. J. Mulvey. 


Any *trorsin this list we shall correct next week, 


GALLS AND SORES. 


Subject.—Grey country-bred gelding, eight years, 
13°1 hands. 

History.—Had been lett for two months in charge: 
of a servant, herfce it may be surmised had suffered 
in condition, was ridden fourteen days journey by 
same man bareback, with probably only the scantiest: 
rations, and delivered to us miserably poor, and with 
what a native foreman described as ‘‘a poll evil on 
the back,”’ a description which was very apt, for the 
whole back from the withers to the croup seemed 
involved in a huge sore, and the animal, although 
thoroughly tired out, refused to lie down and kicked 
like a demon when any attempt was made to examine 
the back. The gentleman in charge had important 
business to attend to and could not wait to be inter- 
viewed by me, possibly the animal’s discomfort served 
as an object lesson as to the feelings of one’s back 
after an application of the stock whip, an experience 
he would undoubtedly have undergone had I set eyes 
on him. 

Diagnosis.—Doubtful as to time, favourable as to 
ultimate result. 

Treatment.—Owing to the pleasant disposition of 
the patient all dressings had to be carried out in the 
travis, or to use a colonial expression ‘‘ crush,” an 
apparatus I will endeavour to describe on some other 
occasion. 

The wound was thoroughly washed with Calverts’ 
carbolic soft soap and a bran poultice in a four tailed 
bag applied, and the slings got under the beast, who 
was left inthe crush. After an elegant display in the 
art of kicking such as | have only seen equalled by a 
mule, he found the slings were really somewhat rest- 
ful and made use of them, and on the fourth day 
allowed them to be fitted on in the stall. The above 
treatment was continued for a week daily, it was then 
changed to a daily wash as before, and a dry dusting 
with iodoform and amyl 1-8, and covered with a light 
linen pad applied in the same manner as the poultice. 
During this week he lay down after being dressed so 
the slings Were discontinued. At the 15th day the 
granulations being too profuse the wound was 
dressed with a saturated solution cupri. sulph. and 
the dry dressing discontinued. 

On the 17th a pad soaked in 5 per cent. tr. calend. 
was applied and repeated daily till the 80th, when 
treatment was discontinued and the back continued 
to heal well, the result being a large patch of hair- 
less scar tissue which, as Mr. Harrison mentions,* is 
generally noted as ‘‘ saddle mark,” and though like 
that gentleman I mechanically use the term, I am 


* Discussion at Central Society, p. 482. 
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inclined to use it rather as one of position than as 
one indicating the means by which it has been pro- 
duced. 

The animal being gradually conditioned by diet and 
leading exercise was put into the breaker’s hands for 
harness work, and being tough as a jackass and a 
demon to kick had more than his share of work, but 
never galled. 

I have quoted this case in support of my opinion 
that galling is due to a great extent to want of condi- 
tion, and the hundreds of saddle marks and rope 
marks upon the limbs of Arabs point to the same 
conclusion, for one comparatively rarely sees recert 
ones in a horse that is in condition and working, al- 
though the head and heel ropes are in constant use, 
but, of course, not continuously as on the voyage. 

The only case of galling I have ever had in an 
animal of my own was an English mare, four years, 
14.2, bought, ran off the farm, clipped, and put right 
into saddle work; her back galled, but as I was not 
so keen then in looking after my mounts as 1 am now, 
I did not notice it till it was really bad, the result 
being a very marked scar. Although | had this mare 
in constant work, saddle and harness, for six years 
she never galled again, and I believe if I had not 
clipped her I should have gradually conditioned her 
so that I could have clipped and worked her without 
galling. This leads me to hazard a comment on the 
remarks of Mr. Humphrey on the relative elasticity 
of live and dead hair. As a heavy weight and fairly 
hard rider to hounds, I have clipped and not clip- 
ped the saddle impartially without ill results, but~for 
@ young or out of condition animal I should prefer 
the hair on, always assuming that the groom takes 
the sa.we interest in his horse as the owner, or in other 
words that the owner sees that this is the case with 
his own eyes, 

In Australia it is the custom to use for a numnah 
a wad of clipped horse hair, the theory being that 
the elasticity of the hair prevents galling ; whether 
this is so or not the practice is one which is generally 
followed, and galling, whether prevented or not, does 
not ensue. I have ridden horses so protected day 
after day on journeys of 60 to 100 miles when the 
saddle has never been removed during the journey 
except for the rest at night, or if riding by night 
during the few hours sleep by day, grooming has 
been a minus quantity and so have galls. It may be 
a fad on my part, but I prefer my gig cushions 
stuffed with horse hair, I fancy it is more springy 
than flock 

If I may I would draw the following conclusions : 

1, Galls result from friction applied continuously 
to one spot for too long a time. 

2. That the result of such friction may be modified 
by the resisting power of the animal arising from 
condition, or a moderate and healthy supply of sub- 
cutaneous fat, or growth of hair, or an external pad 
of hair—not leather or felt, or by frequent removal 
of the frictional cause—be it harness, or the bones 
and muscles of a nigger’s pelvic region. 

8. That it is as impossible to frame a regulation 
saddle or set of harness as it is to fit the human 
foot with a regulation pattern boot. 

4. That it is better to consult a department whose 


members have a knowledge of equine anatomy and 
hygiene than to evolve schemes in an office and rp. 
quest them to prevent the ill effects arising from 
such. 


HEAT APOPLEXY. 


Subject.—Black Waler mare, 5 years, 15:1. 

History.— Purchased a few weeks after landing 
and was being broken to harness. A messenger 
came at 8.30a.m. to call me to the mare which he 
reported to have fallen in the street and to be unable 
to rise; she was about a mile from the hospital, 
hence some half-hour had elapsed between the time 
she fell and my arrival, and as I drove up I sawa 
large crowd assembled which a couple of native police 
were endeavouring to keep in order, and two others 
were diverting the traftic down a bye street. A glance 
sufficed to show me what the matter was, the mare 
was completely prostrate, breathing rapidiy, and with 
stertor, her pulse was almost imperceptible, and prog- 
nosis was entirely unfavourable. The native breaker 
had had the mare pulled into the shade as much as 
possible, but as she was lying exactly opposite a 
tramway depot I decided to get herin there under cover 
as I knew the sun would soon be round on her, and 
summoned the native foreman and told him what! 
intended, but he did not see eye to eye with me, and 
said he could not have her in without an express 
order from his sahib, and even the almightly rupee 
failed to arouse a sympathetic interest in his breast. I 
had but recently parted with his sahib who by this time 
was four miles away, and the urgency of the case 
showed me the futility of further argument or delay, 
so I set to work coram publico, and despatched 
messengers to all the drinking shops in the neighbour- 
hood for ice, also to the factory, for I knew at that 
hour in the morning the local supply would be 
limited. I also commandeered some of the crowd 
and their umbrellas for the benefit of my patient and 
myself. I applied ice and iced water internally a 
both ends and played over the spine a douche of the 
same and caused a little discomfort among the crowd 
and the inhabitants of some dwellings near bye from 
the flood which ensued, but did not seem to improve 
the patient’s conditions. I also gave hypodermic 
injections of digitalin and ‘“ generally fooled around 
till 10.30, when the mare obliged by expiring, and ° 
interest of the spectacle having waned the crow 
began to disperse and traffic was gradually resume. 
I sent a message to the municipal depot 200 ys 
away to say the carcase could be removed at a 
at 4 p.m. as I was passing I saw the emp rile 
leisurely proceeding to do so, the carcase — 
while having been an object of curiosity or — 
hundreds, for the occurrence took place in a @ 
thoroughfare of one of the chief cities of —_ “ 

This case, such a complete antithesis to t é . 
recently quoted by Major Pallin, marks —_ po 
the difference between the ways of the Occiden ae 
those of the Orient, and the two read together 
@ good object lesson to those who direct — i 
sanitation or into whose care come those 


patients who fall by the way. Taz Docron Sis 
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OPERATING STOCKS. 


In The Veterinary Record dated 22nd December, 
1900, a correspondent signing himself 8.V.D. asked 
for some information on “stocks” for conductiug 
minor operations on the horse standing, Pressure of 
work prevented me from answering him before this, 
but thinking it might be useful to him and some of 
your other readers | have taken a photograph of one of 
the most useful and at the same time simple forms 
of stocks. 

At thisdepét from three thousand horses upwards 
are landed annually direct from Australia, and are 
stabled for Government purposes. Of this number 


| 
_to Government (clipping out the heels, pulling the 
mane and tail and grooming those too wild to be 
touched outside.) 

The stocks I use when examining as to soundness 
differ from those shewn in the photo by having a 
different arrangement of side bars, and a more sub- 
stantial roof which is carried out considerably both in 
front and at the sides in order to get a better light 
for inspecting the eyes. 

I think the photograph shows most points pretty 
clearly and does not require many words of explana- 
tion on my part. It will be voted that the three 
side bars are fitted so that any one or all can be 
slipped out in a moment. It will be found that all 
kinds of medicipes may be administered, teeth rasped, 


a 80 per cent. are totally unbroken and un- 
He led, and I need hardly point out that with such 
eat number constantly being landed from a 
4 S Voyage a great many injuries must occur, 
aa the ordinary diseases such as strangles, etc., 
of feeb dane young horses are heir to. As a matter 
gt uring our busy season as many as 50 horses 
mide the stocks I have depicted (which are 
ale “ine stocks) morning and evening, to have 
mt ‘ or contusions attended to, or medicines given. 
b shred we have altogether six stocks in the depot, 
iter j 9 much the same principle though some 
impo Te tails; most of these are used by the horse 
*rs for getting their horses ready to be shewn 


>? 


Ay; 

x. 


abscesses opened or wounds on any part of the body 
or limbs dressed, and other operations—as firing, 
docking, may be carried out with safety to the horse 
and tothe operator. It is very useful for clipping 
and shoring raw or fractious animals. I have not 
tried the standing castration operation in them, but 
see no reason why they should not be used. The 
lowest side bar would be removed, and I think it 
would be better if the middle side bar were placed a 
little higher than in ours. It would be an advantage 
when the stocks are beiug built if one or two spare 
notches for the side bars are cut, then the operator 
can alter the heights to suit the size of the animal 
or-seat of the operation. 
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A strong hempen halter properly chopped should 
be put on the horse before putting him into the stocks, 
and directly he is in the halter rope should be half 
hitched round the front post under the top front bar, 
this prevents rearing; at the same time the back bar 
is slipped into position. I may say itis very excep- 
tional for us to get a horse that does not readily 
enter. If we want to raise either of the fore feet a 
spare halter is looped around the pastern and the 
end of the rope passed over the top side bar and the 
foot is drawn up, the rope is then half hitched around 
the top bar and the foot is kept up by a very small 
effort, and if necessary can be let down in a minute. 
If the horse by any chance gets down, the side bars 
on either side can be slipped out, and he is released 
in a moment. 

It is difficult for me out here to give an estimate 
of what the cost in England would be, but | should 
think from £5 to £10 would be about the figure. 
The wooden floor and roof though they are great 
advantages are not absolute essentials. The main 
thing to attend to in building these stocks is to see 
that the four corner posts are firmly planted in the 
ground. 

Below I append diagram giving the 1ssipE measure- 
ments. 
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EK. E. Marri, A.V.D. 
Remount Depét, Calcutta. 


TRAUMATIC PERITONITIS. 


Subject.—Black cart mare. 

History.—Seen on February 9th by us; had on 
February 7th received a punctured wound between 
the 15th and 16th ribs about a foot from the spine 
on the near side. Wound would about admit a quill. 
The owner had been dressing it with black oils and 
inside the wound a pocket had formed, owing to des- 
truction of the tissues by the sulphuric acid in the 
oils. Temp. 104, pulse 68; respirations shallow and 
hurried ; mucous membranes injected, appetite poor. 
We warned owner of probability of wound entering 
abdomen, but could not find the hole by probing. 
Having warned owner of the likelihood of the mare’s 
death we proceeded to do the best we could in the 
way of opening out the wound, dressing, etc. Also 


gave sedative and febrifuge. The external wound ij 
remarkably well and the mare generally improved: 
so that we were in hopes that there had been y) 
wound into abdomen and that the fever had been dye 
to the destruction of tissue by the black oils. [ give 
the record as far as | noted it for the next few days, 

Feb. 10th.—Temperature 102 4/5ths; pulse 66. 
respirations hurried. 

Feb. 12.—Temperature 101 2/5ths ; 
respirations hurried. 

Feb. 14th.—Temperature 100 2/5ths ; pulse 50: 
respirations hurried. 

When passing on the 15th not intending to call, 
heard that the mare was dead, after abdominal pain 
lasting two or three hours. 

Post-mortem made next day.—External wound 
closing well, appeared quite healthy. On opening 
abdomen quantity of blood and pus escaped. Wall 
marked peritonitis of bowel covering and lower part 
of abdominal wall existed. On the abdominal wall 
corresponding to the external wound was a black 
mark, the size of a penny, in the centre of which was 
a small scar, the only remains of the original punc- 
ture; no peritonitis shewn here at all. Imprisoned 
between the omentum and spleen there was a large 
quantity of pus. The superior extremity of the spleen 
was gangrenous, and in it was a cavity containing 
about a quart of pusand broken down spleen pulp. 

Messrs. Swann and 


pulse 64; 


Lynn. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


TreaTMeNT oF AneurismM.—By L. F. Turscavo. 
(Gaceta de Méd. Zodlog.) 


The treatment, practised by Dr. Castro with the 
highest success, consists of hypodermic injections of 
sterilised glycerine slightly warmed, which are per 
formed as near the seat of the aneurism as possible. 
A few injections of 25 centigrams each produce 4 
decidedly beneficial effect on the pain and tremor 
characteristic of the affections. Afterwards other i" 
jections consisting of a solution of gelatin 1 grm. © 
60 in distilled water, are performed, at first subet- 
taneously and afterwards more deeply. In most 
cases a few injections suffice to effect a radical cur 
and in the rest the mitigation is most marked. 


“ Rurat Cope” SPAIN. 


The Gaceta de Méd. Zoilogica for February 15th 
published the text of the amended “ Rural Code" 
sanctioned by the Spanish Parliament, 10 it it 18 pro 
vided for the contingency of unknown but suspicio 4 
contagious animal diseases being reporte to ot 
Council of Public Health for investigation and p 
vention. sets 

Sections 328 and 324 deal with fairs and mars): 
and the prohibition of exposure for sale of sania 
suffering from the usual contagious diseases bhon 
English Act and Orders, but in addition the fo 
ing diseases are scheduled Tuberculosis, Vermino"s 
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Bronchitis, Diseases of the Generative Organs, in- 
cluding Gonorrhea, Nymphomania, cows which 
have aborted, Uterine or Vaginal Eversions and 
Hernie. 

Sections 327 and 330 provide for a very rigourous 
and complete veterinary inspection of all imports and 
exports, both local and foreign. 


Pony BREEDING. 


In an article in Gaceta de Méd. Zoologica for March 
Ist, 1901, which is interesting owing to the high 
enconiums bestowed upon English breeds, especially 
Hackneys, the writer deplores the degenerancy of the 
Spanish pony and calls attention to the breeds of Ex- 
moor and Dartmoor, and pourtrays the hardihood and 
other qualities of these and other English ponies, at 
the same time he points out the utility of such sires 
for Army purposes. 

‘Our home authorities will do well to notice this 
after our experience in South Africa, where a good 
pony has shown that he is not only ornamental but 
useful, and as has been pointed out, there is huge 
scope for breeding such in England.} 

F. E. P. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES 


IRISH CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


The quarterly meeting took place in the Hamman’s 
Hotel, Dublin, on Feb. 21st, at 7.30 p.m. Mr. W. A. 
Byrne, President, occupied the chair. Other members 
present were :—-Messrs. W. H. Harvey, Jas. M’Kenny, 
M. Hedley, R. C. Bullen, W. Lamont, John Healy, 
E.C. Winter, F. C. Mason, C. J. Carrick, J. J. Vahey, 
P. J. Howard, H. G. Allen, and M. J. Cleary, Hon. Sec. 

letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from Messrs. J. A. Thompson and A. Watson. 


ELEcTION OF OFFICE BEARERS. 


On the proposition of Mr. J. M’Kenny, seconded by 
Mr. Hepuey, Mr. W. A. Byrne was unanimously re- 
elected President. 

Messrs, J. M’Kenny and P. J. Howard were unani- 
mously elected vice-Presidents. 

The following were appointed to the Executive Com- 
wy Messrs. John A. Thompson, M. Hedley: C. 

. E.C. Winter, and M. J. Cleary. 

wa. WINTER proposed, and Mr. Howarp seconded, the 
a of Mr. J.J. Vahey as Secretary. Carried unani- 
| Mr. Jas. MWKinwa proposed, and Mr. JoHN FREEMAN 
‘econded, the election of Mr. J. Healy as Treasurer. 

aed unanimously. 

Me circular letter relative to the Principal Williams 
a morial was read, and after some discussion the follow- 
be ation, proposed by Mr. E. C. Winter, seconded 
» Lamont, was unanimously adopted :—“ That we 
_ our President and Secretary as members of the 
“tm re Committee as requested, and that we are pre- 

oe 0 subscribe when it has been decided to what 

Purpose the money will be devoted : and that we suggest 


auld take the form of a bursary or scholarship in 
entit] members of the profession and students will be | 
ed to participate. 
tation or weed said he was informed some communi- 
Ad been received from the Department of Agri- 


Surgeons, Ireland. Mr. Allen, the Secretary of the 
Veterinary Defence Committee, to whom the document 
was addressed, was good enough to attend the meeting 
with a view to communicating its contents to those 
present. 

Mr. ALLEN said that he had to record very little 
progress on the part of the Veterinary Defence Com- 
mittee, of which he had the honour to be Secretary. 
They were all aware of the representations which on 
more than one occasion had been made to the Department 
of Agriculture, and the only answer he had received in 
reply thereto was a very brief letter dated December 
22nd, 1900, and which reads thus :— 

“Sir, I have to acknc wledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 15th inst and in reply to state for the information 
of the Veterinary Defence Association that the Depart- 
ment is in communication with the Governors of the 
Royal College for Ireland in regard to the supplemental 
Charter and in regard to the alterations in certain par- 
ticular aspects of the scheme for the working of the 
College, you will be further communicated with in due 
course.” 

The CHAIRMAN said the members of the Association 
would be aware that there were certain objectionable 
provisions in connection with the scheme under which 
the Royal Veterinary College was to be governed, and at 
certain meetings of the two Veterinary Associations it 
was decided t» establish a defence committee to deal 
with the matter. That committee was formed subse- 
quently. A deputation representing members of both 
associations waited on the Department of Agriculture 
and laid before the Vice-President and Secretary of that 
department the changes which the Veterinary Profession 
desired to have made in the constitution of the College. 
The Defence Committee waited on the Department on 
the 31st of May, and since then no definite information 
has been received as to whether they will or will not 
favourably consider the views which the deputation laid 
before the Department. It had taken them up to the 
present to make up their minds whether they would 
consider the representations that had been made to 
them. There was presently a Supplemental Charter of 
the Royal Veterinary College in the air. It was going 
to be carried through Parliament, and it would aypear 
to the uninstructed and ignorant outsider that the 
answer to the demands of the Veterinary profession 
would not be given until the Charter was passed, and 
then the Governors of the Royal Veterinary College 
would snap their fingers at the members of the Veter- 
inary Profession and say they did not pay any attention 
to their demands. If any useful work was goiag to be 
accomplished by the Defence Committee it should be 
done before the Charter had passed through the House 
of Commons. therefore he considered it would be a wise 
thing if a resolution went forward from that meeting to 
the Defence Committee urging them to press on the 
Department of Agriculture for a reply. 

Mr. HeEptey said before such a course was taken by 
the Association he should really intervene as one who 
took as much interest in the profession as Mr. Byrne. 
His knowledge of the matter was this. There was in 
form at the present time a charter. It was before the 
law advisers now. It would give to the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction the additional 
eight members for which for which they sought, and it 
would give to the Royal Dublin Society an additional 
three members. He had it from the Secretary of the 
Department of Agriculture that these eight additional 
members were sought for partly to obtain advantages 
for the veterinary profession in this way that it was the 
intention of the Department to give over or rather to 
let the members of the veterinary profession select a 
number of representatives. What that number would 
be he could not say, but he was given to understand it 


Culture 
reference to the complaints made in relation 
ustitution of the Royal College of Veterinary 


would be a fair proportion, and that the other proportion 
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would be given to Agricultural Societies in various parts 
of Ireland. The Royal Dublin Society as a body had 
acknowledged that the number of veterinary representa- 
tives on the board of Governors was smaller than it 
should be, and while they gave no written guarantee 
yet they had told him their influence will be used in 
endeavouring to fill some of the additional positions 
with members of the veterinary profession who were 
members of the Society. Of course they could not go 
outside the members of the Royal Dublin Society to fill 
these offices. Assuming they got four of the positions 
from the Deparment of Agriculture and two from the 
Royal Dublin Society it would give them six additional 
Gevernors to what they already had. He further knew 
that there were certain vacancies connected with Crown 
appointments which would have to be filled, and the 
Defence Committee, he said, might use their influence in 
getting these vacancies allotted to the Veterinary 
profession. 

Mr. CLEARY said in so far as their representation on 
the governing body of the Royal Veterinary College of 
Ireland was concerned it depended entirely on courtesy 

and not on any right vested in them. This wasa sad 
state of affairs. Without being too egotistical he felt 
bound to say that the Irish veterinary profession as a 
section of lrish society was worthy of a strong voice in 
the guidence of an institution which was so closely rela- 
ted to it in every respect. He felt satistied that the 
Department of Agriculture would act liberally with them 
in so far as their rights to nominate a certain number of 
governors of the College was concerned, but when they 
came to depend on an anti-Irish body like the Royal 
Dublin Society to nominate some of their members to sit 
on the Board of an Irish institution, he felt bound to say 
that the members so nominated would not be typical of 
the Irish veterinary profession as a whole. He would 
recommend the Detence Committee to continue the work 
for which it was instituted. 

Mr. WINTER thought if they kept on agitating they 
would get the Charter altered. They should ask for a 
larger number of Governors, and have a specific number 
of Governors appointed on the Board by the veterinary 
profession. (Hear, hear.) He did not see why they 
should not demand that as a right. He was of opinion 
they should call a meeting as early as possible, and keep 
steadily working for what they were looking for. He 

roposed “That we request th2 Irish Veterinary De- 
ence Committee to take immediate and active steps to 
bring our grievances under the notice of the authorities 
and use their best efforts to protect our interests.” 

Mr. Hepzey: I dissent from the resolution, for I be- 
lieve it will do more harm than good. 

Mr. Mason did not vote. 

The CHairMAN, as President of the Association, held 
the resolution was perfectly in order, was a very sensible, 
a very good and a very necessary one, and accordingly 
declared it carried. 

Next meeting will take place in Belfast on the occasion 
of the coming show. 

The following communications from Messrs. W. C. 
Patrick, Ballinasloe, and J. J. Vahey, Ballinrobe, were 
contributed. 


CLINICAL RECORDS. 
By W. C. Patrick, F.R.C.V.S. 


_ Gentlemen,—Our worthy Secretary asked me some 
little time ago to read a short paper at this meeting on a 
few interesting cases which one occasionally meets with 
even ina country practice, and I willingly consented— 
not because I have a plethora of such cases, but because 
a little discussion on the few I have brought forward 
might prove interesting and be the means of elucidating 
a few facts which hitherto were unknown to some of us. 
Without further prefatory remarks I propose to quote 
the cases in the order in which they came before me. 


Case I.—A two-year-old gelding, brought in for the 
treatment of umbilical hernia. A neighbouring practi- 
tioner had previously applied a clam for reduction of said 
hernia, but owing either tu the shortness of the clam used 
or the animal getting at it with his teeth, the instrument 
had slipped down and only a very small portion of the 
sac was removed. After examining the part thoroughly 
and making sure that no adhesion of bowel to hernial 
sac was present. I applied a fairly long clam to the 
empty sac after the bowel had been returned to ab- 
dominal cavity, and gave strict orders that the animal 
should not be allowed to get at it with his teeth. This 
I have no reason to doubt were properly carried out, but 
strange to say although the animal fed well, and never 
showed a day’s illness—to use the owner’s own words— 
immediately the clams fell off, twenty days afterwards, 
the colt showed signs of colic and died the same even- 
ing. As I had not the opportunity of making a post- 
mortem I am at a loss to understand the cause of death. 
If the bowel had been imprisoned in the clam, why were 
the symptoms of strangulation delayed so long! 
Against that the bowels acted regularly throughout and 
not the slightest pain was shown, although I may mea- 
tion that prior to the operation the owner noticed fre- 
quent colicky symptoms, which passed off without any 
treatment. Would it be likely for the bowel to become 
attached to the new exudate, and strangulation take 
place as it became organised into fibrous tissue! Or did 
a previous adhesion exist within abdominal cavity, before 
the second clam was applied ? ; 
Case IJ.—A two-year-old colt had been the subject of 
spasmodic attacks for some months previously of an 
affection similiar to croup in the human being, shown 
by the animal becoming very excited, respiration most 
difficult, and a roaring, almost screeching sound, pro- 
duced by the larynx and suffocation appeared imminent. 
He would run up to anyone in the field when attacked 
as if imploring relief. Whenever a warm poultice was 
applied, mustard or a hypodermic injection of morphia 
—any or either of them seemed to suit the purpose 
equally well—the dangerous symptoms passed off, 4 
frothy discharge slightly tinged with blood came dows 
the nostrils, and the colt appeared almost as well as ever. 
The attacks lasted about ten minutes, and might not 
occur oftener than once in three weeks or so. I carefully 
examined both nostrils and pharynx but could detect 
nothing abnormal, unless that the mucous membrane 
looked slightly cedematous. The excitement produced by 
this examination brought on rather a severe attack 0 
the affection, which was quickly allayed_ with morphia. 
I came to the conclusion that I was dealing with a oy 
of chorea of the larynx and treated it as such with fair Y 
satisfactory results, as the attacks are much milder - 
less frequent. { should be glad to hear your opinion 
this case, as I must admit it rather puzzled me. 
remember seeing acase at Mr. Fulton’s some 9" “ 
year which resembled this one in some ways, " ; 
his case an osseous growth was detected 1 
nostril. 
Case III.—A three-year-old bullock had 
of great uneasiness for three or four days by W a tp 
his tail, getting up and lying down, and attempt! 8 
pass urine which only escaped in drops. SiC) 
symptoms became exaggerated, he ceased feeding, 
constantly kicking at his belly ; pain 
tion of urine complete, animal fevered, and any ‘ fanipt 
at urination seemed to almost double him up. tolerated 
lation along course of urethra would hardly be coal 
and particularly when the first bend was ape bullock 
where it was felt to be most sensitive. I pong vo i by 
carefully cast and opened the urethra, as + this calcu: 
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unsutured to allow discharge of urine, and post infil- | and occasionally in old animals, and it was believed to 


tration, but the latter occurred in spite o 
tions, and some time later a large portion of the belly 
became gangrenous and was cast off, leaving a very nasty 
and extensive wound to treat. The animal ultimately 
made a good recovery, the urethral wound completely 
closed up and urine was discharged naturally, of course 
rather a large cicatrix remains on the abdomen but other- 
wise the bullock is all right. I am not prepared to say 
whether a stricture of urethra is likely to take place or 
not, but my advice was to fatten the animal as soon as 
ssible. 

MThe points of interest in this case are the length of 
time which elapsed before the animal was operated upon 
—four days—and no rupture of the bladder took place ; 
and the extensive sloughing which resulted from infiltra- 
tion of the urine without seriously affecting the general 
health of the animals. The necessity for slaughter 
rather than treatment suggests itself, but are we justified 
in slaughtering an animal in poor condition whose 
value would at the most only amount to a few 
shillings. 

I operated or two others a few weeks previously, but 
both died a day or two afterwards from rupture of the 
bladder, although it was stated they were noticed ill 
only three days previously at most, but one could, I 
—. almost safely say their illness had been over- 
ooked. 

Case IV.—While at a gentleman’s place about a fort- 
night ago I was asked to have a look at one of the pigs 
which had been castrated about three weeks previously 
by the usual handy man, and had shown rather peculiar 
symptoms or, as they called it, “took fits,” was stiff on 
all his legs, unable to swallow, breathing difficult, nose 
poked out, ears erect with the tips turned down, and 
when standing assumed what is called in the horse the 
“camped” position. On raising the head the membrana 
nictitans was passed backwards over the eye showing we 
had a case of opisthotonic tetanus to deal with, probably 
contracted by the pig lying on some refuse in the 
manure heap, which had been carted from the garden 
some weeks previously. The symptoms were most 
marked, undoubtedly, but I must admit the case did not 
appear in such striking form when I first viewed it, 
owing to the fact that we don’t often see such case in 
practice amongst pigs. 


LOCOMOTOR ATAXIA. 
By J. J. Vaney, M.R.C.V.S., Castlebar. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—My principal object 
in choosing for the subject of my paper to-night “ Notes 
on a few cases of Locomotor Ataxia” is that it may pro- 
vide a subject-matter for an interesting and profitable 
scussion, and that some gentlemen present may be able 
to throw some light on a disease which, I believe, is not 
generally recognised in our patients, and which has re- 
ceived very little attention in veterinary literature. 
al n placing before you those few notes I am fully con- 
es of their many imperfections, and of the very in- 
oat ete form which my paper must take, for I could 
afford to devote anything like sufficient time to its 
My great hope is, that as locomotor ataxia 
men seen in the horse, a record of four cases which 
9 re ortunate enough to have under my charge may be 
me interest to you. 
pape the only mention I can find of this disease 
of the by Professor Macqueen at a meeting 
in Nov \dland Counties Veterinary Medical Association 
Veter ember last, and in the February number of Zhe 
rom apc Professor Mettam gives some extracts 
lines written by Professor Hendrick and M. 


Professor Macqueen is reported to have said that 


my precau- | 


be due to spinal myelitis with sclerosis, occurring at the 
brachial and lumbar enlargements of the cord, and 
brought by infection from antecedent disease, as strangles, 
influenza, or pneumonia.” Amongst the symptoms which 
he describes are “curious movements of the feet and lips, 
increased sensibility of the skin, and a tendency to 
sweating.” 

In the paper by Professor Hendrick and M. Lienaux 
the condition is designated Disseminated myelitis or 
multiple myelitis, and is defined as “an inflammation 
more or less acute, with simultaneous sclerosis of the 
posterior and lateral tracts of the white matter of the 
cord. The centres are discrete or diffuse, involving more 
particularly the posterior horns of the grey matter, and 
due to arteritis involving a division ot the middle spinal 
artery.” The principal symptoms described in this paper 
are “stiffness, the limbs being moved as if all of one 
piece, rocking of the hind quarters, which became so 
pronounced that the animal threatened to fall when 
trotted, unequal response to stimuli at different parts of 
the limbs, but in the advanced stages general sensibility 
and the reflexes were re-established, perhaps exalted.” 

My cases presented an extraordinary similarity to one 
another in the nature and character of the symptoms, and 
in the manner in which they were exhibited. For conveni- 
ence | will divide them into two pairs; the first pair termi- 
nated fatally ; the second resulted in the animals being 
restored to usefulness. Taken collectively they point to 
heredity as the probable predisposing cause, for the ani- 
mals in the first pair of cases were out of the same mare 
but by different sires, while thcse in the other pair were 
brother and sister. One animal out of each pair was a 
two-year-old, the other a yearling. They all had been 
well cared for, receiving daily some oats and hay in addi- 
tion to a run at grass, and at the time they first showed 
any signs of illness, all were in good condition and ap- 
parently in perfect health. 

The first case occurred in May of 1896, the subject 
being a promising thoroughbred yearling colt which had 
been purchased with his dam about 9 months previously. 
I was not asked to see him until about a week after it 
was first observed that there was something wrong, and 
I was then sent for totreat him for what his owner sup- 
posed to be a strained back ; but his attendant, a very 
careful man, vas quite positive in stating that the colt 
could not have met with any accident which would be 
likely to result in an injury to the back, and for a long 
time the nature of the condition from which the colt 
suffered, and the significance of the symptoms which I 
observed, remained a complete mystery to me. 

As the animal stood in his box he looked the picture 
of health, his appetite was good, natural functions nor- 
mal, pulse, temperature, and respiration normal. Pres- 
sure along the spine and on the muscles on each side of it 
caused no signs of pain, and rectal exploration was re- 
warded with only a like negative result. 

On having him walked out the action of the hind 
limbs struck me as being very peculiar, and different 
from anything I had before seen in supposed injury to 
the back. There was a peculiar irregularity and want 
of co-ordination in the movements of the hind limbs, 
rather than an inability or fear to move them. The 
foot was lifted slowly but deliberately, the hock flexed 
rather less than normal, the whole limb carried forward 
in a very stiff manner, and the foot put on the ground 
again with adegree of hesitation and uncertainty, and 
with very pronounced irregularity. At one step the 
stride would be too short, the next too long, another 
would be too short and too much under the middle line 
of the body, while perhaps at the very next step the foot 
would be placed too far out from the body. These un- 
certain and irregular movements, taking place in both 
hind limbs, caused a peculiar rocking, sinking, or sway- 
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Tn time all those conditions became aggravated whilst 
new symptoms were constantly making their appearance. 
The stiffness of the limbs became increased, until eventu- 
ally they were moved as if all iu one piece; knuckling 
at the fetlocks soon made its appearance, and was most 
noticeable when the animal was “ pulling up” after being 
trotted, and in the advanced stages this became so bad 
that the front of the fetlock very frequently came in con- 
tact with the ground, and at each time this occurred it 
seemed as if nothing could save the colt from falling. 

After about two months the fore limbs showed un- 
mistakable signs of also having become affected, but 
never to such a marked degree as the hind ones. They 
were carried very stiffly, the knees being only slightly 
flexed, the toes were often struck against the ground, 
and knuckling at the fetlocks frequently took place. 
Swaying from side to side of the body and quarters at 
each step was now very remarkable. Up to about this 
time the acts of lying down and getting up were per- 
formed with only a comparatively small amount of diffi- 
culty. When first asked to get up the colt seemed not 
to understand what was wanted of him, but with a little 
= persuasion he jumped up at once, but always 

ooked as if he did not know where to put his feet or 
what todo with them. 

During the early stages of the disease the eyes ap- 
peared perfectly normal, the pupils dilated and contracted 
naturally, but towards the latter stages it became quite 
evident that something was seriously wrong with the 
sight. On opening the stable door the colt turned 
round as quickly as his disordered action would allow 
him, pricked his ears and looked with an anxious and 
half terrified expression at whoever was going into the 
stable. On approaching him he turned quickly away 
and ran against anything that came in his way, his heart 
beat being quite audible at a distance of several yards. 
His attendant’s voice seemed to have a very soothing 
effect, for when he spoke the colt stood still, and turned 
his head in the direction in which the voice came. On 
being led out, an operation which now had to be carried 
out with great care, the colt stood perfectly still the 
moment he got outside the dvor, raised his head and 
looked about in a vacant and surprised manner, ap- 
——_ not recognising where he was or anything about 

im. The pupils remained widely dilated, light having 
no effect on them, and naturally this disordered vision 
intensified and rendered more distinct the peculiarities of 
the movements of the limbs. 

These conditions were gradually and steadily going 
from bad to worse, and each day I could see an increase 
in the ae pee already present or the addition of some- 
thing that I had not observed on my last visit. I do not 
think the colt now lay down atall, at least for about a 
month no person had seen him in a recumbent position, 
but at last he was found down one morning and unable 
to rise, and the friendly bullet put an end to his 
misery. 

Up to the very end the appetite remained good, the 
natural functions were performed regularly, and the 
sphincters reacted asian. Sensation did not seem at 
first to be materially altered, but as the condition pro- 
gressed, and particularly in the latter stages, it became 
exalted. 

I made a post-mortem examination, but I regret to say 
that I learnt nothing from it. The instruments at my 
command consisted of a hatchet and a knife, and with 
these I only succeeded in breaking up the spinal cord to 
such an extent that it became impossible to even recog- 
nise what was healthy from what was diseased. I now 

et my impatience in not waiting for a more favour- 
able opportunity, for a knowledge uf the lesions which 
ve rise to such a peculiar train of symptoms would be 
interesting and instructive, and as I did not afterwards 
have an opportunity of making a post-mortem on the 


second case which terminated fatally, I feel my want of 
patience in the first instance all the more keenly. 

Case IJ.—The second case occurred in the early 
summer of ’98, the affected animal being a two-year-old 
thoroughbred filly, and half sister to the colt referred to 
in the case I have described. Those two cases were 
exactly alike in every respect, so that a description of the 
symptoms shown by the two-year-old filly would only be 
a repetition of those I have related. The course and 
termination and the treatment, or rather attempts at 
treatment, were also the same. To my very great regret 
this filly was destroyed while I was away from home for 
a few days, and I was thereby deprived of the oppor- 
tunity of making a post-mortem. 

The treatment which I adopted in those two cases was 
as follows. The animal was placed in a large, comfort- 
able box, and bedded with peat. Feeding consisted of 
hay, oats, green grass, bran mashes, etc. At first I ap- 

lied hot rugs, covered with waterproof, to the loins, 
may and quarters, and had the muscles of those parts 
freely and frequently massaged. I afterwards applied 
several blisters on the loins and back. 

The medicinal agents which I employed comprised 
arsenic, potassium iodide, extract of belladonna, nux. 
vomica, and although those agents had been given for a 
very long time none of them produced the smallest bene- 
ficial effect. The animals went from bad to worse until 
eventually it became necessary to destroy them. 

My next two cases differ from the pzeceding two only 
in the fact that they terminated in the restoration of the 
animals to perfect health, and that the symptoms never 
reached such an aggravated stage as those observed in 
the two fatal cases. But the early symptoms were 
identical, there was the same want of co-ordination of 
movement, the limbs were carried in the same stiff 
manner, and there was the peculiar swaying or rollingof 
the quarters and knuckling at the fetlocks was very pro- 
nounced, particularly in one animal. 

Case [i I.—The first of these occurred in the early part 
of June, 1899, the affected animal being a two-year-old 
half-bred filly. From the time she was weaned until the 
month of March, 1899, she was kept on the same farmas 
the two thoroughbreds I have just referred to, and re 
ceived the same feeding and attention. Yo 

When she first became affected her owner was inclined 
to think that she had fallen into a sandpit and_received 
some injury to her back, but the gradual way in whic 
the symptoms first showed themselves and the steady 
manner in which they increased both in severity and in 
variety soon removed all doubt about the matter. There 
was no material difference between them and the symp 
toms observed in the early stages of either of the fatal 
cases. Standing in the stable she appeared perfectly 
well, the temperature and respiration were normal, the 
eyes appeared perfectly healthy, but the heart was some: 
what irritable and on the least excitement beat = 
All the natural functions were normal and 
sphincters reacted throughout the whole course 0!" 
disease. On being asked to walk or jog this filly -“ 
a disinclination to move, she seemed not to know W ie 
leg to use first, but this hesitation only lasted fora we 
of seconds. When she did move she took a couple 
very long steps witli the hind legs, flexed her hocks very 
little, and carried the limbs as if there was only one mt 
joint in each and that at the hock. Rolling of the tebe 
ters was very pronounced, as was also knuckling — 
fetlock. I think this animal knuckled more than : 
one of the other three. At first sensation did = os 
to be altered, but after a month it became dec! ee 
creased. The fore limbs only showed some —_ 
loss of flexion, but there was never any “© 


knuckling. 
(Concluded on page 534.) 
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THE NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT AND MUTUAL DEFENCE SOCIETY. 
THE BENEVOLENT FuND—Frnanciat STaTEMENT, Dec. 31sT, 1900. 


Mr. Epwin FauLkner, Honorary Treasurer, Knott Mill, Manchester, in Account with the Fund. 


Dr. Cr. 
RECEIPTS. PAYMENTS. 

1900. £ s. 1900. £s. d. 
Jan. 1.—To Cash at Bankers 299 18 1/| Jan. 1.—By Balance due to Treasurer 2 0 0 
Dec. 31.— Mersey Docks and Harbour Board Dec. 31.— Grants and Donations :— 

one year’s Interest on Bond for £ad 
£1,300, at 4 per cent. less tax 50 1 0 K.c 800 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board A.L.G. 40 0 0 
one year’s Interest on Bond for - A.D 200 
£600 at 34 per cent. less tax 1719 4 M.H 5 5 O 
Manchester Corporation Improve- 
ment Department, one year’s Cheque Book 018 
Interest on Mortgage for £900 Cash at Bankers 360 6 4 
at 3 per cent. less tax 25 17 6 
Corporation of Salford Gas De- 
partment one year’s Interest on 
Loan of £600 less tax 1618 3 
Bank Interest 18 10 
£417 13 O £417 13 0 
INVESTMENTS. 
£ s. d. 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board—34 per cent. Bond No. 77,534, dated March 6th, 1883 ; repayable 
March 27th, 1911... 600 0 0 
34 per cent. Bond No. 71,634, dated July 1st, 1900 ; repayable Ist July, 1914 .. 13800 0 0 
Manchester Corporation Improvement Department, 3} per cent., Mortgage No. 1456, dated 15th 
; November, 1900 ; repayable 29th September, 1903 900 0 0 
Salford Corporation, 3 per cent., Mortgage No. 2,233, renewed 2ist December, 1899; repayable 
January 13th, 1903 600 0 0 
We have examined the above written Account, and certify the same to be correct. 
ALFRED H. Pownatt, F.C.A. 
Jno. B. WoLsTENHOLME. 
THe Derence FuND—FINANCIAL STATEMLNT, Dec. 31st, 1900. 
Mr. Epwin Fautkner, Honorary Treasurer, Knott Mill, Manchester, in Account with the Fund. 
Dr. Cr. 
RECEIPTS. PAYMENTS. 
£ s. _ 1900. £s. d. 
~ 1—To Cash at Bankers 696 5 7|Jan. 1.—-By Balance due to Treasurer 46 8 
*.31— Subscriptions received 1900, as Dec. 31.— Hire of Room 10 0 
per list 137 0 6 Printing and Stationery 72 1 
Bank Interest 1511 2 Solicitors’ Costs 40 0 4 
Accountancy Charges 220 
Secretary’s Postages and Expenses 1 2 0 
| Treasurer’s Postages 5 5 
Wreath-—Principal! Williams 
Cash in hand 12 6 
Balance at Bankers 79114 9 
£848 17 3 £848 17 3 


We have examined the above written Account, and certify the same to be correct. 


AtFreD H. Pownatt, F.C.A. 
J Jno. B. WoLsTENHOLME. 
anuary 21st, 1901, 
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Case 1V.—The fourth case took place in July of the 
present year in a yearling colt and full brother to the 
filly just mentioned, and I happened to be the first to 
notice that there was something wrong. The owner and 
myself were looking at his young horses, this colt 
amongst them. While they were trotting about us 
something in the action of the hind limbs of this colt 
caught my attention. I thought he was carrying his 
hind limbs stiffly, and he certainly knuckled slightly. 
On communicating my suspicions to the owner we had 
him brought into the yard and a very slight examination 
was sufficient to change my suspicions into a certainty. 
When away from the excitement of his companions the 
colt showed the peculiar stiff, uncertain, and irregular 
action of the hind limbs, the peculiar rolling of the 
quarters, knuckling of the fetlocks, and catching the toes 
in the ground. When standing quiet in his box he 
occasionally showed some signs of uneasiness, he kept 
shifting about on his hind legs, occasionally would lift 
one or other of them, keep it elevated for a few seconds, 
and then put it cautiously down again. This continued 
off and on for about a fortnight, and I take it to be an 
indication of the muscular pains which human patients 
complain of in this affection. 

Beyond those symptoms of interference with loccmo- 
tion this colt showed no other signs of illness, his pulse 
and temperature were normal, natural functions normal, 
sight appeared perfect and the pupils contracted and 
dilated naturally. 

The treatment carried out in those two cases, and 
which I am glad to say was successful, consisted in good 
feeding and careful nursing, the application of blisters to 
the spine and loins, and the daily administration of 
strychnine by hypodermic injection, and iodide of potas- 
sium in the drinking water. 

In the case of the filly this treatment was carried out 
for three months, the doses of strychnine being gradually 
increased, and every now and then a week is allowed to 
elapse during which none is given. Atthe end of this 
time very little signs of interference with locomotion 
remained, and time removed those, and the filly was sold 
last month at a remunerative price 

The colt is undergoing the same course of treatment 
and has already made very satisfactory steps towards 
recovery, and [ have no doubt that in another month or 
two he will be restored to perfect health. 

Before concluding I might state that I did not try the 
effect of making the animal move with its eyes blind- 
folded, but [ believe that in the human subject this test 
is very much resorted to, and has the effect of aggravating 
all the symptoms of disordered locomotion. 


EXTRAGTS AND NOTES 


NEGLECT OF THE ACTUAL CAUTERY IN 
SURGERY. 
By Sir Wrttram M. Banks, M.D., F.R.C.S.Ene., LL.D., 
Surgeon, Liverpool Royal Infirmary. 


In ep | over what I should speak upon to-night, I 
considered whether I should select the oldest or the new- 
est subject in surgery. I though | would take one of the 
oldest, because then there would be a greater charm of 
novelty about it. The doctors of to-day are all labour- 
ing away in order to extract some kudos out of the very 
latest method of treatment, filled with a proud contempt 
for all that their fathers taught them, and thoroughly 
convinced that they it is who have found out everything 
and would have done so if there had never existed any- 
body before them, The minds of the physician and 
general practitioner are occupied with the consideration 


of Yankee and German drugs, and so-called nutritive ang 
digestive foods of the most abominable description. The 
“enterprising” surgeon hankers continually after some 
astonishing operation wherewithal to gratify his pruritys 
secandi. The student, in his turn, hears far tuo much 
of these wonderful operations, and does not know that 
they can only be applied in rare cases, and that then 
their result are not very remarkable as far as saving us- 
ful lives is concerned. The really life-saving operations 
—the valuable part of surgery—are not sufficiently “ byil- 
liant” for him. 

It is, then, to a method of treatment now very rarely 
used that I would like, for a brief pee, to draw your 
attention, believing, as I do, that it has fallen into unde. 
served neglect. I refer to the use of the actual cautery, 
I daresay many of you have seen the Hospital of St. John 
in the ancient city of Bruges. For about five centuries 
has this old building ministered as a hospital to the 
wants of the sick poor. In its great hall, not now used 
for patients, stand the original box beds arranged in the 
form of little streets over the extensive floor, and there is 
a picture extant of that very hall, as it now stands, with 
a surgeon going his rounds among the box beds. When 
I saw it I could not help a smile on seeing that the sur- 
geon was accompanied by an assistant with a chafing dish 
and ared-hot cautery in it. It was clear that the sur- 
geon of old always had his cautery handy. In the old 
illustrated surgical works one is astonished to find plate 
after plate devoted to the representation of cauteries of 
every imaginable shape and size. I have just been look- 
ing through Hildanus, and Heister, and Scultetus, and 
sundry other authors of ancient days, and the number 
and variety of the cauteries figured are quite surprising 
It is true that it must be remembered that the cautery 
was one of the most important agents by which the sur- 
geon of old strove to staunch bleeding. After an ampu- 
tation his cautery was to him what our antiseptic liga- 
ture was to us, and he had cauteries of every shape to fit 
every corner. Yet with all the surgeons’ cauteries, one 
is astonished to think that anybody at all ever survived 
an amputation considering how crude was the means by 
which the hemorrhage from large vessels was arrested. 
Still, the surgeon of old must have set great store by his 
cauteries when he had so many and such curiously-shape 
ones. 


SyYPHILITIC PERIOSTITIS. 


Looking at the diseases in which, to my way of think- 
ing, the cautery might be more extensively used, one of 
the first that occurs to me is periostitis (accompanied by 
ostitis) of a certain kind, namely, the late syphilitic. Let 
me describe briefly a typical case of the complaint, one 0 
the last which I had in hospital. ; 

The patient wasa pale, emaciated woman with a wort, 
distressed look. From information she gave us and ~ 
various points in her history she’ was clearly the we 
syphilis caught years previously from her husband. ot 
the front of her right tibia was an elongated, hard ore 
ing, diagnosed as a syphilitic periostitis with its — 
panying underlying bone mischief. Now, theone a 
of this condition which gave the patient any concers 
pain—agonising, boring pain, which was never 4 the 
and only varied by reason of being much —— 1 Pre 
early hours of the morning than at other aia. be 
vious to her admission to hospital she had been tt “te 
outside for some weeks with mercury and pctassi¢ ‘bing 
while blisters had been applied locally. The gate . 
was that it had become necessary to give her op! of het 
order that she might have moderate mn rong 
pain, and as these gradually required to be pea ree 
and given more frequently, her appetite an sdmission 
had correspondingly diminished. After her = — 
treatment by mercury and potassic iodide be to 30 
adopted, but the dose of the latter was ~~ intel 
grs. daily. These big doses were given 1 
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after meals in a quantity—a breakfast cupful—of water. 
and with each was administered 4 minims of liquor mor- 
phine hydrochloratis, If the iodide is given after this 
fashion a 30 grain dose will give less trouble than a 
2-grain dose given by itself on an empty stumach. In this 
case, however, even the big doses did not avail. Then 
the patient was anzesthetised and the actual cautery 
pel and freely applied over the tibia. Next, when 
we came to the patient’s bedside, [ reminded the students 
of what they had seen done in the theatre on the previous 
day,and prognosticated that the woman would tells us 
that to-day the pain was gone. Such actually was the 
case, and she volunteered the explanation that, while she 
still had pain, it was only the pain of the burn, which 
was tolerable, while the old never-ceasing, boring pain 
had gone. For the first time for months she had had rest 
at night. 

This, then, is a Sypical case of bone mischief where the 
cautery, thoroughly applied, will initiate a cure when 
everything else has failed, and that cure will be per- 
manent, atany rate I have found it so in the cases in 
which I have used it. I say “thoroughly applied,” for 
the skin is not so easy to destroy by the cautery as one 
thinks. The instrument should be at a white heat, and 
should be pressed many times over the same tracks. [ 
have found that when I have left the cauterising to be 
done by a house surgeon he has hardly ever done it pro- 
pely at his first try—always a little afraid of doing too 
much and killing too much tissue. 


Jornt DISEASE. 


Passing to joints, there are certain conditions of the 
knee-joint where the actual cautery can be applied with 
immense advantage. The great advance in our know- 
ledge of what is meant by true, surgical rest in jcint 
disease has practically driven all other methods of treat- 
ment out of the field. There i3 a certain loss in this. 
Because of our laying hold with avidity of all that is 
valuable in the new, is it therefore, incumbent upon us 
to cast away all that is good, as well as all that is effete, 
in the old? This is not evidence of real ability ; it 
merely indicates narrowness of mind and want of ex- 
perience. I would therefore maintain that there are 
certain forms of joint disease in adults, notably those 
affecting the knee-joint, in which the treatment by 
— be wonderfully aided by the use of the actual 

y. 

| What are these joint diseases? In the first place, they 
are not the diseases of childhood. I do not remember 
plying the actual cautery to a child in my life. Tuber- 
culous synovitis—the old white swelling of early years-— 
fuot benefited by it. The painless, swollen, globular 
vith th an infant, with its tense and glassy skin, and 
: at feeling of fluctuation in it which would make 
aden to fluid in its interior, whereas there is noth- 

5 out jelly—that is, not to be cauterised. But let us 
“a adult with a gouty or rheumatic history, and let 
nds him to have wrenched his knee falling off a 
seme! A synovitis follows. He does not wait till all 
there i and well, but gets to his work too soon. Then 
very b - poe when the joint is not right, and yet not 
it and aly evertheless, there is always a little fluid in 
and lam Ways it remains painful, and hot and swollen 
Stee &. Soon he takes to bed, and all these symptoms 
at ney and to them is added intense pain, so bad that 
pon avy footfall on the floor jars the joint and 
shall oe we examine the joint at this stage, we 
tact ig “a by its breadth from side to side. The 

calarped e ends of the tibia and femur are swollen 
asciz he » While all the fibrous tissues—periosteum, 
and aponeuroses—are thickened and 
wales — this period t e joint may be still saved, but, 
eonghly dealt with, suppurative destruction 
of what is ormer days, owing to the absolute ignorance 
meant by true fixation, this form of knee 


disease, when once it got a good start, almost invariably 
led to amputation. It is true that the value of rest in 
joint disease was admitted, and efforts made to enforce 
it ; but surgical rest as known then, and surgical rest as 
known now, are just as far apart as the surgical cleanli- 
ness of that time compared with the advanced Listerism 
of to-day. On opening a joint of this kind, a noticeable 
pathological feature is the serious destruction of articu- 
lar cartilage, eroded in patches and loosened from the 
subjacent bone. This it was that caused the disease to 
be known as ulceration of cartilage. We have at present 
no better name for it than the somewhat indefinite one 
of arthritis. But, at any rate, we now know that the 
idea that the disease took its origin in an inflammatory 
process which commenced in the articular cartilages is 
quite wrong. The cartilaginous lesion isthe late sign. I 
believe that there are a great many persons in whom no 
traumatic synovitis, however badly managed, would de- 
generate into the condition just described. The patient 
must have the rheumatic or gouty or rheumatic-gouty 
taint in him before the mischief pushes on to its worst 
conditions. I speak of the “rheumatic-gouty” taint 
purposely ; for in spite of the assertions of the physiolo- 
gical pathologists that rheumatism and_ gout are 
absolutely unmixable and separate diseases, I believe in 
the dictum of a friend of mine, an Irishman and a great 
lover of horses, who explained to me that the thing was 
quite easy to understand, if one would just regard the 
two diseases as by the same sire out of different dams. 
Shonld a case of knee disease of this kind, where there 
has been dilly-dallying going on in the treatment with 
the conditions slowly but obviously getting worse, come 
under your care, the first thing is to lash up the joint 
absolutely rigidly ina Thomas knee-splint. It must be 
as rigid as straps and plaster and bandages can make it. 
Now, the knee is often slightly bent, and must be 
straightened, and so chloroform should be given to do 
this. his movement, and the general jamming caused 
by the putting on of the splint, often greatly intensified 
the pain for aday or two, until the articulation settles 
down again. Morphine under the skin is the only thing 
to tide the patient over this difficulty. But the point 
I am wishful to make is that this joint is par excellence 
the joint to which a “ firing” will do good. The veteri- 
nary surgeon, who is nothing if not practical, knows 
this, and for certain joint troubles fires the horse and 
turns him out to grass. We have been turning our man 
out to grass by putting him to bed in a splint, but we 
have left off firing him. Why is this? Fashion I sup- 
pose. Thomas, when he invented his knee-splint, was a 
comparatively unknown, provincial surgeon, and so it has 
taken a quarter of a century for it to force its way into 
use by reason of its inherent value, and even now num- 
bers of hospital surgeons are not half aware of the many 
purposes to which it can be applied. ! 
The destructive phlebotomy of Sangrado and Broussais 
—-literally coup sur eoup—finally ended in that complete 
revulsion which exhibited itself in the universal brandy- 
fying of sick people preached by Todd, and in the con- 
tempt for all kinds of practical treatment shown by Ben- 
nett ; albeit, he was the finest clinical teacher of his day. 
But the physicians are awakening to the fact that while 
people need neither be blistered nor bled to death, no 
more need they be left to die for want of bleeding and 
blistering. The fashion is changing again. My 
wish to-night would be to show that while I do not 
consider it necessary that the surgeon should be fol- 
lowed in his ward visit by an acolyte bearing with 
him the red-hot poker, after the manner of the 
old doctor of Bruges, with which to touch up the — 
all round like the clown in the pantomime, yet that that 
same surgeon need not consider himself such a very 
“superior person ” as to be above taking a leaf out of his 


predecessors’ books. It was in cases of the type just 
described that Syme used the cautery, and the other day 
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an old pupil told me that most able surgeon, Heath, of 
Newcastle, constantly employed it in a similar way and 
with obvious success. So soon as the diseased knee has 
got settled down in its splint apply the cautery freely. 
You may predict that from the moment it is applied, the 
old weary joint pain will diminish or disappear and only 
the pain of the burn will remain. The former is intolera- 
ble, the latter can be borne. 

I would very much like, gentlemen, to present to you 
some cases which would illustrate the value of the cau- 
tery. But the reading of cases is apt to be wearisome, 
especially when the history runs thus for many days : 
99.6° ; pulse 98, regular ; tongue slightly 
furred ; bowels moved twice with enemata.” This is too 
much the type of the “ accurately recorded ” case which 
takes an effort to read, while Pott and White quite fas- 
cinate one by their interesting narratives of surgery. It 
has occurred to me that the success of quack medicines 
is largely due to the fact that the patients are supposed 
to tell their own tales of cure; and I will venture to 
place before you a few advertisement cures just to show 
you that I am not exaggerating the virtues of the cau- 
tery. I have written to some patients asking them to 
send me histories of their cases in their own fashion, 
which they have done. As I did not invent the red-hot 
poker and have no patent ones to sell, I think you will 
admit that I have no arriéve pensée in this matter. A 
lady sends me the first case. She was somewhat over 30 
when her accident happened. She writes : 

“ Record of a Knee.—I1n the late summer of 1886 I 
slipped while playing in a tennis tournament, twisting 
my knee, as it proved, severely. The country doctor 
called it a ‘tennis knee,’ which might mean anything. It 
did not improve, and a treatment of severe blistering 
was commenced, followed by leather plasters. It got 
worse, and [ was told to go to a dance for a change! I 
went, and naturally suffered greatly. I was now laid up 
oy, and I went to Liverpool and consulted Mr. 
W. M. Banks. He ordered rest, which I gave it as faras 
possible. It was shortly afterwards put in a Thomas 
splint ; but still it did not improve, and about February, 
1887, 1 was obliged to remain altogether in bed, suffering 
from continual pain, which resulted in sleeplessness and 
great depression. About April I was put under chloro- 
form and the knee was thoroughly examined. It was 
now very greatly swollen, and gave intense pain on the 
slightest movement, and, owing to the amount of the 
swelling, even the splint became most painful. No 

rowth was discovered, only inflammation and swelling. 

he pain increased and the swelling also, and so it was 
determined to use the cautery. The old pain almost at 
once disappeared, but naturally that resulting from the 
severe burn was present. I can truly say that the first 
real improvement commenced with the use of the cau- 
tery. After about six months the wound was allowed to 
heal and the old pain had quite gone (January, 1888), 
but the knee was absolutely rigid and stiff. It was now 
broken down under chloroform ; but the inflammation 
returned to a certain extent on working it ; nevertheless 
it was broken down again, and I think a third time. 
Being still rather stiff, [ went to Droitwich, and under- 
went six weeks of very hot brine baths with daily mas- 
sage, after which I returned to Liverpool almost as well 
as I am at present. It is now absolutely well and just 
as good as the other, and I never have had the slightest 
inconvenience from it. I have done some difficult rock 
and snow climbing in Switzerland, can walk any dis- 
tance, and can dance all night, but I have never attemp- 
ted skating or tennis. I think rheumatism is in the 
family on my mother’s side ; she suffered slightly from 
it, but her sister, who died at the age of 70, was com- 

letely crippled with it and could not walk for years. 

er other two sisters suffer from it, but not so severely, 
and their only brother suffered badly from gout. I never 


heard of it on my father’s side. I am thankful to gy 
that I do not know what it means, and I trust that, as | 
have escaped so far, I may escape altogether, although | 
remember Mr. Banks prophesied rheumatism in all pro. 
bability in that knee.’ 

I think that it will be admitted that this is a very 
excellent report, describing the patient’s symptoms not 
only in an accurate, but also in a very telling manner, 
The case was one of the very kind which [ would urge 
as capable of immense benefit from firing—a chronic 
arthritis of the knee, traumntic in origin, with general 
inflammatory thickening of all the fibrous and osseous 
tissues of the joint, and at one time a threatening of sup. 
puration in its interior. It will be noticed, moreover, 
that although a Thomas’s knee splint had _ been applied 
fur a considerable time so as to produce absolute 
rigidity of the joint, no improvement had taken place, 
and none did take place until the application of the 
cautery. 

I have been looking up some of my old cases of arth- 
ritis in which I applied the cautery, as detailed in my 
casebooks at the Liverpool Royal Infirmary, but unfor- 
tunately not many cases are described with the accuracy 
of the one just quoted. The dresser is always too intent 
on daily descriptions of how the burnt surfaces are get 
ting on to take heed of their curative action on the joint. 
The patients, moreover, are scattered abroad every- 
where, Liverpool being a city where the poorer classes 
are constantly migrating to and fro. But the reading of 
them has confirmed me (if confirmation were necessary) 
in the belief I place in the cautery for a certain form of 
knee disease and in the fact that | am justified in asking 
my surgical brethren here to-night not to abandon a 
valuable weapon. We may make a summary of two or 
three cases. A healthy young sailor, aged 29, wrenches 
his knee-joint badly at sea about four years before ad: 
mission to hospital. During these years there is the very 
common history of treatment on shore, partial re 
coveries, returns to work, relapses, and final inability to 
goon any longer. The noteworthy feature in the joint 
is that the swelling is chiefly on the right side, due to 
enlargement of the right femoral condyle. The knee 
being drawn up is straightened, lashed up in a Thomas 
splint, and cauterised. The note on the eighteenth day 
says that the patient has now uo pain whatever, and I 
about six weeks he leaves, walking on a calliper splint. 
A Manx fisherman, aged 38, subject to rheumatic 
troubles, gets pain on the inner side of the knee, without 
any injury, about fifteen months before admission. *2€ 
treatment outside the hospital was by plaster-of-par's 
bandages applied above lint, on which was spread Seott’s 
ointment, which was carried on for seven months cot 
tinuonsly. Knee swollen, considerable thickening of bone, 
distinct grating, great pain, movements restricted. } 
December 9th, 1890, cautery applied. By January 
1891, report runs: “No pain,.and_ patient feels Viper 
well.” No splint applied till he went out (a ca 
Thomas) and ordered to come and have adhesions - : 
down in three months. A labourer, aged 36, comes t i , 
months after a sprain, with chronic arthritis and spe * 
thickening of the tibia with much pain at ng * a 
the thirteenth day after cauterising the reper’ me 
“He only feels pain where the burning took placé 


having left the knee-joint.” I have remarked “ es 
of shoulder-joint arthritis, traumatic in origi”, both 
aged 28 and 49, with the signs just mentioned, am4 set 
characterised by great pain. In the first case t ois ‘the 
says: “May 13th. The shoulder was a © Mar 
actual cautery, and dressed with soda and on the 
14th. The patient slept well and has no pain. 

second patient (who was a very rheumatic mr a 
way) the dresser remarks that on the day 10 , oulder.” 
cauterisation the “ patient has no pain In the s 


— British Medical Journal. 
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THE ATTITUDE OF SOME SHORT-HORN 
BREEDERS TOWARD THE TUBERCULIN TEST 
AND THE ANIMUS THEREOF. 


Some short-horn breeders have held a meeting in 
Kansas City. The meeting was a notable one, because 
during it oocurred the outbreaking of the terrific storm, 
the gathering clouds of which have been seen from afar 
and have been heralded loudly, and even hysterically, by 
acertain Journal for the American Stock Farmer, pub- 
lished in Chicago. The storm took the shape of the 
resolution that is printed below :— 


Wuereas, The tuberculin test of breeding animals now 
required by the quarantine regulations of the United 
States and Canada is proving hurtful to the cattle- 
breeding industry of America ; and 

Wuereas, Experience has shown that the test is not 
an infallible agent to determine the presence of tubercu- 
losis ; that it is no manner a preventive of the future 
development of tuberculosis in animals tested ; that it 
is frequently productive of serious constitutional 
derangement in otherwise healthy animals ; and 

Wuergas, While proving no substantial protection to 
our herds it operates as a serious barrier to the exchange 
of breeding animals between different sections, and in 
many ways is hurtful to the cattle-breeding industry ; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we respectfully petition the honourable 
Secretaries of Agriculture for the United States and 
Canada and the State Sanitary Boards of the United 
States to so modify the quarantine regulations of their 
departments that cattle breeders may be relieved of this 
menace to their herds and unnnecessary restriction upon 
their business. 

_ Resolved, That the Secretary of this Association be 
instructed to forward a copy of these resolutions to the 
Ministers of Agriculture for the United States and 
Canada and the Live stock Sanitary Board of every State 
in the Union. 

[Full text of a resolution adopted by the Central 
Short-horn Breeders’ Association at their annual meet- 
ng in Kansas City, Mo., January 29th and 30th, 1901). 


- This is gravely announced by the aforementioned 
paved sn the cyclone that is to wipe out the tuberculin 


What a disappointment! We were preparing to hear 
me real objections to the use of tuberculin ; but, in- 
stead of heavy guns loaded with real charges, here are 
rayed the shades of the objections used ten years ago, 
and dead nearly as long, revamped, newly decorated, 


there is the side of the man who wishes to sell tuberculous 
cattle and the side of the man who wishes to buy sound 
cattle. There is the side of the Central Short-horn 
Breeders in convention assembled and the side of the 
other 74,000,000 Americans who have determined that 
the ravages of tuberculosis shall be checked. 

If the public looks askance at the Short-horn breeders’ 
resolution they will have many facts of history to sup- 
port them, of which the following are a few : 

Tuberculosis was taken to the Argentine Republic 
by Short-horn cattle and is now spreading at an alarm- 
ing rate. 

Tuberculosis is reported to have been taken to Japan 
by Short-horn cattle. 

Tuberculosis is believed by those who have investigated 
the subject most carefully to have been started among 
the cattle of Denmark by Short-horn cattle. 

Extensively tuberculous herds of Short-horns have 
been found and reported in France, Germany, and 
Austria. 

Both Bang and Nocard have reported extensively in- 
fected Short-horn herds in their countries. 

The percentage of tuberculosis among the cattle of 
England is higher among Short-horns than among cattle 
of any other breed. 

The first extensively tubercular herd in New York 
State—a herd that was finally wiped out by this disease 
—was a famous herd of Short-horns. These cattle 
scattered disease widely. 

The worst infected herd that has been examined by 
the Agricultural Department of Pennsylvania was a 
herd of pure-bred and grade Short horns. Of 164 cattle 
in this herd 156 were condemned. 

A large herd of Short-horn cattle in Ohio has recently 
been found to be tuberculous and has been killed by the 
owner, voluntarily and without indemnity. 

Numerous tuberculous herds of Short-horns, pure bred 
and grade, have been reported from Lowa, Illinois, Michi- 
gan, aud Indiana. 

Tuberculous Short-horn steers are found by meat in- 
spectors in abattoirs all over the United States. 

Tuberculous Short-horns from England have been 
lanned in Canada and have died of this disease within a 
short time after arrival. 

We regret having to give publicity to these facts, and 
do so only to aid our readers to truly interpret and under- 
stand the animus of the resolution. 

Now, as to the allegation that the tuberculin test is 
injurious. This is a subterfuge. Ten years ago, before 
the test was well known, it was natural thai people 
should fear that it might be harmful ; but now that 
thousands and hundreds of thousands of cattle of cattle 


= as impressive and terrifying as painted paper Chinese , have been tested in this country and in every civilized 


Tagons. 


The mountain has groaned and quaked and has brought | 


orth—a mouse. 

Btn itmean that the Short-horn breeders are afraid 
rey their cattle tested? If so, does not this mean 
herds are tuberculous ? Then,*does it mean 
syreadi ey wish to have the unrestrained privilege of 
ing disease and infecting other herds ? ; 

r she questions have been asked by a sincere admirer 
inl Leora cattle. They are reproduced here with a 

a of the enormous benefit Short-horns have 
oo 's country and with the most profound regret 
been —_ number of breeders of these grand cattle have 
net tae in a false > by a few of their representa- 
in Kansas City. 

cae breeders should approach the tuberculosis 
lees With a full sense of its importance. Their ex- 
feel; with this disease should cause them to have a 


‘country in the world, and there is no evidence of any 
harm whatever, the allegation is infantile, flat, and 
absurd. 

Of course, it has happened that cattle have aborted, or 
have lost condition, or have broken their legs, or have 
died fo'lowing the test. But did cattle never abort, or 
lose condition, or break their legs, or die before the test 
was invented, and are untested herds immune to such 
accidents? To say that such and such things have 
followed the test is not to say that they were due to the 
test. It has never been shown, and there is no reason 
to believe, that accidents and illness are any more 
common, or indeed as common, in tested as in untested. 
herds. 

Agricultural Experiment Stations all over the country 


| have tested their herds. Have they observed any injury ? 


No. Government commissions all over the world have 
investigated this subject. Have they found the test 


ih P responsibility in discussing it. They 
bah ont a judicial attitude and listen carefully to | 
Sof the question. They should not forget that | 


harmful? No. Many of the best herds in the United 
States have been tested. Have they been injured ? 
Evidently not, for their owners continue to test cattle 
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purchased. The test has been widely employed in 
many localities in the United States. Has injury 
been noticed? On the contrary, the herds in these 
localities are improved in condition and the test 
is growing in use most rapidly in such places. 

It is necessary, of course, that the tuberculin shall be 
reliable and clean, and that it shall be used by men who 
understand it. We are here discussing the tuberculin 
test and not the misuse of tuberculin by ignoramuses. 
Misuse of anything is harmful. A cow may be killed by 
as flour and water into her mouth from a bottle if 

er head is held too high and the fluid goes into the 
windpipe, yet this need not be and is not considered a 
harmfnl operation ; nor is the tuberculin test, properly 
used, more harmful than a dose of flour and water. 

The Short-horn breeders object that the test is not in- 
fallible. True, the test is not infallible—nothing is— 
but it is reliable. It furnishes immeasurably the most 
reliable means of recognizing tuberculosis in the living 
animal, and no other disease can be diagnosed with 
the accuracy that tuberculosis can be with the aid of 
tuberculin. 

By making this ill-considered attack npon the tuber- 
culin test—an attack founded manifestly upon false 
premises, and, therefore, ascribable to motives they dared 
not express—the Short-horn breeders have diametrically 
opposed their own best intesests. They have attempted 
to discourage the use of tuberculin, and this means that 
they encourage the harbouring of tuberculous cattle in 
their herds; for even The Breeders’ Gazette admits 
that tuberculin has a place in private veterinary 
practics. 

Some day the Short-horn breeders will wake up, take 
stock of their diminished assets, and look back with 
wide-eyed wonder upcn the time that they were led 
astray by Canadians at Kansas City. They will then 
wonder how it was possible for them to have been en- 
ticed into the false attitude of issuing a special plea fora 
chance to propagate and distribute tuberculosis.— Journal 
pf Comparative Medicine. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE, DUBLIN. 


Last Wednesday evening, by the kind invitation of 
Messrs. Sir John Power and Son, Limited, Thomas 
Street, the students of the above College were given an 
opportunity of visiting this world-famed distillery, and 
having the varied processes of manufacture explained to 
them. In the unavoidable absence of Mr. J. Talbot 
Power, D.L., his brother, Mr. Thomas Talbot Power, re- 
ceived the students who were accompanied by Principal 
Mettam and Professor Falkiner Mason. The counting 
house, which is of very beautiful design and elegantly 
furnished, having been inspected, the stables were next 
visited, in which is stabled an excellent and well-bred 
stud of draught horses, well suited to the needs of the 
firm. ‘These and adjoining departments showed the un- 
stinted care and attention which are bestowed upon 
them, making them a model in every respect. ‘he visi- 
tors having been conducted by Mr. Thomas Talbot 
Power through the extensive buildings, all of which are 
illuminated by a most perfect electrical system, including 
the stillhouse and back lofts, on which the worms are 
placed, also the brewhouse, coppers, millhouse, etc., were 
then afforded a treat in seeing the private fire brigade 
turn out to a practice call. The many details having 
been fully explained to the students, they were then 
invited to the boardroom, where refreshments were 
amply provided. Principal Mettam, in a few well-chosen 
words, on behalf of the students, thanked Mr. Power for 
his hospitality and kindness by explaining every detail 
in such an interesting manner. He then called for three 


hearty cheers for Messrs. James and Thomas Talbot 
Power. Mr. Power having suitably replied, the visitors 
withdrew, expressing hearty thanks for the enjoyable and 
nstructive evening spent at the John’s Lane Distill :ry. 
—LILvrish Times. 


PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS. 


The Acting Medical Officer for the Borough of Dudley 
presented the following Report :—“ In conjunction with 
Mr, Green, the Veterinary Inspector, I attended the 
Conference, held at the Shire Hall, Worcester, on 
Saturday, 9th February, to receive an address on the 
desirability of establishing a Sanitorium for the open-air 
treatment of Consumption, and the best way of making 
these methods available for the poorer classes in this 
county. 

“ A very able address was delivered by Sir James 
Crichton Browne, who represented the National Asso- 
ciation for the Prevention of Consumption The Con- 
ference was also addressed by Dr. Pagit Tomlinson, a 
member of the Westmoreland County Council, who has 
actively assisted in the management of the Sanitorium 
for Consumption the Westmoreland County Council have 
established. 

“Mr, Green, the Veterinary Inspector, and I, quite 
agree with Sir James Crichton Browne on his remarks 
about the prevention of Consumption in the humansubject 
by the absolute necessity of proper lighting, draining, 
and air space in all cow-sheds. The periodic inspection 
of all cows, and the exclusion from dairies of all cows 
found to be suffering from any form of tuberculosis, as 
tubercular milk was one of the most common media of 
conveying the disease. 

“The very strong way Sir Crichton Browne spoke 
about all Local Authorities having Public Abattoirs 
under the supervision of the Medical Officer of Health, 
Veterinary Surgeon, and Sanitary Inspector, was goud to 
hear, and we very strongly urge that this Borough will 
see its way to establishing a public abattoir. 


“QUITE FIT FOR FOOD.” 
VETERINARY SURGEON’S WRONG CERTIFICATE. 


At the Central Police Court, Glasgow, on Saturday, 
March 16th— Bailie Calderwood on the bench—a petition 
was presented to destroy two sides of cow beef. R 

Inspector Barclay on being questioned stated that he 
was asked on the 25th February by a meat salesmat 
the Corporation Dead Meat Market to examine two sides 
of beef which had been consigned by a farmer near 
Bishopton. It was acconipanied by a certificate da 
25th February stating that the carcase of a cow — 
was in a sound, well nourished condition, and ~~ 
disease, and in the veterinary surgeon’s opinion qu! “os 
for human food. The certificate was signed A a 
Pottie, junr., M.R.C.V.S., veterinary surgeon. sage 
amination witness found that the left flank of the te 
had been stripped to remove tubercular % 
abundant evidence of the disease had been le a bad 


lso affected. 
other portions of the carcase were als d that the aor 


seq uence. 


Witness produced portions of the viscera shown, him 
the farmer, which were affected with tuberculosis -_ 

Mr. A. M. Trotter, veterinary surgeon to . Pattie’ 
tion, stated{that he could not understand Mr d 
certificate, and that no veterinary surgeoD 
scientiously grant a certificate that ~ oe 1 
question was free from disease and fit for ted that he 
Mr. Pottie, jun., M.R.C.V.S., Paisley, state 
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-was a veterinary surgeon, but held no official appoint- | will, many times in the course of one day’s work, carry 


ment. He admitted having examined the carcase and | sacks weighing 100 kg. The diet of the vegetarian, 
granted the certificate. On being questioned by the | reckoned in calories, is found to value 86 calories per kg. 
Fiscal the witness admitted that he knew that the car- | of body weight, and the proteid is worth only 6 per cent. 


case was diseased, and said that in future he would 


of this, The man on a mixed diet, on the other hand, 


delete the clause “ free from disease ” from his certificate | eats only 39 calories per kg. of body weight, and the 


in such cases. 4 ; 
The Fiscal remarked that it seemed to him to be a 
case of glaring dishonesty. 
Bailie Calderwood stated that he had no hesitation in 
granting a warrant for the destruction of the meat.—TZ'he 
Daily Record, 


VEGETARIANISM. 


[n an interesting paper recently published, Professor 
Ferdinand Hueppe discussed the question whether 
vegetarianism can be supported on scientific grounds. 
He considers that geological evidence proves that the 
cradle of primitive man was in a northern land, and fixes 
his evolution in the tertiary period when Asia was still 
partly separated from Europe, but connected with Africa 
aud united with America by a land bridge. The human- 
growing anthropoid, owing to hard times, left the forests 
and became a beast of prey, probably the most cunning 
and ferocious that has ever stalked on the face of the 
earth. In the interglacial period man was a mammoth 
hunter. The Danish kitchen middens show that the 
primitive Europeans were fish and flesh eaters. The 
Asiatic stock, meanwhile, evolved into shepherds and 
began to cultivate cereals in the alluvial plains of the 
great rivers. ‘he irruption of Asiatics into Europe 
brought about the introduction of cereals and domestica- 
ted animals, and a mixed diet became usual. With the 
overgrowth of population in the East vegetarianism 
arose, and man took to rice eating, not from desire, but 
through the scarcity of animal food. The Eskimo re- 
mains to this day an example of a pure flesh-eater. The 
anthropoid stock from which man evolved fed on nuts, 
fruit, eggs, small birds, and insects. Such is still the 
mixed diet of the ape, as well as of the Arabs of this age. 
Owing to the struggle for existence man has evolved 
into a flesh-eater, a mixed feeder, and lastly into a vege- 
tarian, but vegetarianism became possible to him only 
by the introduction of fire and ccoking. He has neither 
the teeth nor the gut of a herbivorous animal ; otherwise 

¢ would naturally graze the fields, and in winter chew 

‘’tsina manger. It has been abundantly proved by 
breeders of pigs and other animals that the best pro- 
portion of albumen to carbohydrates in the diet is 1 : 5. 
Among the Eskimo it is found to be 1 :29, among 

Uropeans on a mixed diet 1: 5.3. The Irish peasant, 
on the cther hand, consumes, or used to consume, a diet 
qeaining ten times as much carbohydrate as albumen 

‘106), and in a Munich vegetarian Voit found the 
Moportion to be 1:11. A diet such as that of the Irish 
eaant Increases the death-rate in the young and the 
‘ that is to say among those in whom the excess of 


i waa. No vegetarian animal, not even the horse. 
% camel ore 


body, 


t of any ot ‘ : ; d 
blew tan y other mammal. Louis Cyr is recorde 
Ben lifted 1,669 kg., Little carried 600 kg., fifteen 


— equals 14 percent. of this. The vegetarian is 
iké an overheated steam engine which is in danger of 
explosion owing to the use of a wrong kind of fuel. His 
digestive system is forced to deal with a far greater bulk 
of food, and energy which might be used for the higher 
purposes of mental activity is wasted. Only in the con- 
dition of hard manual labour in the open air can a 
purely vegetarian diet be borne. Of course he who con- 
sumes milk, eggs, butter, and cheese cannot be considered 
a vegetarian. Vegetarianism does not, as is sometimes 
suggested, lead to a mild and gentle spirit, for the wild 
buffalo, the rhinosceros, and the rice-eating Chinese 
pirate are alike remarkable for ferocity and cunning, 
Finally the vegetarian is exposed to as many chances of 
poisoning as the flesh-eater. The vegetarians of our 
time, Professor Hueppe tells us, belong to the class of 
neurotic men who, failing to meet the strain of town 

life, ever seek for a “heal-all” in one or other crank. 
Their doctrines, pushed with fanatic zeal, make no im- 

pression on the healthy, and only tend to overthrow the 

balance of others who, like themselves, are the victims 

of an un-natural mode of existence.—Zhe Brit. Med. 

Journal, 


Veterinary Inspection in New Zealand. 


At the end of this month New Zealand will bring into 
force a new slaughtering and inspection Act, which, if 
properly carried oat, will safeguard the British consumer 
against getting inferior beef, mutton, or butter from that 
quarter. Of course, they don’t do this grading and in- 
spection for the sake of the British consumer. They do 
it to assist their own trade, by the formation of a charac- 
ter for reliable quality. Read from our side of the glass, 
it spells keener competition from yet another companion 
in the Imperial Company. The breeding of horses for 
army remounts is also being vigorously taken up by New 
Zealand. After the good report those horses have got 
in the South African war, itis natural that more atten- 
oe should be given to the subject.—7he Scottish 
armer. 


Veterinary Advisers to the H.A.S. 


The Finance Committee of the Highland and Agricul- 
tural Society recommended that in the meantime no ap- 
pointment should be made of a veterinary adviser in 
room of the late Principal Williams, but that the Board 
should appoint veterinary surgeons to discharge the 
duties of the office as they might arise from time to 
time. The recommendation was agreed to, the secre- 
tary stating, in answer to a question, that the leading: 
local veterinary surgeon would be asked to act at the 
Inverness Show. 


Personal. 


At “The Limes,” Tetbury, Gloucester, on March 20th, 
the wife of Vet.-Lieutenant T. Valentine Pettifer, 
F.R.C.V.S., of a son. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


C.V.S. A. F. Jackson, C. H. H. Joliffe and Vet.-Sur- 
geon J. De B. Griffith, Victorian Bushmen, were dis- 


tide f , Jtlese in six hours carried 110 kg. to an alti- 
500m. A man of 75 kg., working in the docks 


charged from hospital to duty week ending March 10. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


VETERINARY QUALIFICATIONS, AND 


FOREIGN VOTING PAPERS. 
ir 
f sympathise with “ Exile’s” wail, for many and varied 
both in hue and capability are the “ veterinary surgeons” 
who practice within the confines of “ India’s coral strand,” 
some of their names appear on the rolls of veterinary 
colleges endowed by the “ British Raj.” and staffed by 
that very undermanned but hardworking body the 
A.V.D. Few, very few, appear in the Register of the 
R.C.V.S. ; others have no training whatever and vaunt 
their prowress under many initials; M.R.C.V.S. may 
mean Member of the Ranting Collection of Variegated 
Sinners, just as well as what we term its legitimate 
meaning. I know a gentleman of light-hued skin who 
has attached the letters to his name, and whatever their 
meaning many people mix them up with the same initials 
after the name of a Member R.C.V.S. The _ initials 
G.B.V.C., though legitimate as Graduate of the Bombay 
Veterinary College, in the mofussil may mean Great Big 
Veritable Cheat. D.A. are new to me and possibly mean 
Doctor Asinorum oriDoctor Animalium of the University 
of Hi Tiddli Hi Ti—a diploma purchasable with or 
without examination for Rs. 100 or less, or perhaps in 
Angrezt Bat. “ Deceiver of All,” or in the same tongue it 
may even mean something that in the cause of polite 
journalism even wild or other asses shall not drag forth 
even with blanks for vowels. 

But enough, “’tis so,iand more’s the pity o’t,” and 
the R.C.V.S. have added our examination fees to their 


exchequer and we have gone forth to do our duty in that’ 


state of life to which it has pleased God to call us; per- 
chance the genus Anopheles has selected our blood as a 
culture ground for malaria, or enteric has wrecked a 
constitution that has defied plague, small-pox, cholera 
and such like environs of our daily task, or perhaps the 
ever smiling sun has silenced for ever the powers of the 
brain which made light of the terrors of the examination 
tables of Red Lion Square, or Edinburgh, and another 
eighty guineas will replace the want. “So much the 
better” mayhap is the comment of a shrewd financier, 
but “ Exile,” and others like him, do long occasionally 
fora caress of their Alma Mater be it ever so slight. 
For it is not consoling after slaving all day in an Arab 
stable and getting a sun topé full of what the Hindus 
term “big un” (we substitute “flat” for “big”), or 
spending a day in the early monsoon sweating in khaki 
and macintosh endeavouring to select a serviceable 
Waler from a bunch of derelicts, which are no respectors 
of poe, to be informed when you mention your 
modest fee of 10 or 15 Rs. to be told that Sorabji Bottle- 
walla, G.B.V.C., or Vithaldas Veerje, V.S., who have 
been “standing all day idle in the market place” would 
do the work for 2 Rs., or perhaps on the “no purchase, 
no pay” system. 

To the Council of the R.C.V.S. “men call them to 
deliver their land from error’s chain,” and I would join 
with “ Exile” in asking them if when we pray for bread 
they will only give usa stone. 

The keynote of the dawning century is Imperialism, 
and Pa a veterinary surgeon in India signs himself in 
the fullness of his heart “ Exile,” and when weeks after 
their publication we read the stirring addresses to the 
students entering their profession, or when sweltering in 
the verandah solacing ourselves with a peg aad iced soda 
after poking about after a “jack,” we read of a fifty- 
minute run without a check, of our favourite hounds in 
Blankshire, you must forgive us if we forget that we are 
members of a body corperate and call ourselves exiles. 


I know that to approach the Viceroy in Council means 
expenditure of money ; likewise veterinary practice in 


India means expenditure of money, generally of health, 
often of life, and we would respectfully ask the Coungi 
of Red Lion Square, whose election when in India we cap- 
not even vote for, because our voting paper arrives with- 
out a list of candidates, if because we are few in a fa 
land we should be called upon to give up the not numer. 
ous privileges associated with our Membership? Ané 
we have historic examples of cases where a broad In: 
perialism has proved a remedy for dissension at home, 
Are we necessarily sarcastic if we add the stock phrase, 
“And your petitioners will ever pray ” ?—Yours truly, 
THE Docror 


MEMORIAL TO THE LATE PRINCIPAL 


WILLIAMS. 
Sir, 

May I suggest that a portion of the money subscribed 
to this fund be handed over to one of our benevolent 
societies, the interest derived from it to be entitled “The 
Principal Williams’ Bounty” and given to the most de 
serving case annually.— Yours truly, 

Geo. Uptoy. 


SOUTH DURHAM YORKSHIRE 


Sir, 

In report of last meeting of this Association in your 
issue of 23rd February last, referring to Mr. Dean’ 
operation for bog spavin, Mr. E. R. Gibson was reported 
as having said that he had seen one case in which it 
proved of no great value, the colt ultimately dying from 
tetanus. In the report omission was made of the fact 
that the colt was also castrated after the operation, 9 
that it is quige possible the death of the colt from 
tetanus was due to the castration. Hoping that you 
will insert this in your next issue and oblige, yours 


truly, 
W. Awne, Hon. Sec. 
20, Bridge Road, Stockton-on-Tees, 
14th March, 1901. 


“A RARE CHANCE FOR THE UNEMPLOYED. 
Sir, 
Re the above paragraph from Zhe Daily Mail, | bes 
to state that the remarks attributed to me at the inquily 
held as to the cause of death of my coachman are : 
greatly exaggerated that I am sending you by same po 
a copy of The Barnes Herald with correct and full pe 
ticulars, and trust you willbe kind enough to insert 


—-Yours faithfully, 
ouN } 


“Mr. John Nettleton, M.R.C.Y.S., stated that 
manager had charge of the poison, which was — Co ‘ 
up in a drawer in his writing table. No one bu ibe 
ray (a stable manager) and himself had a key, 7 
was at a loss to understand how deceased pon > 
The acid was often wanted for killing dogs and 
it was necessary that his manager should have *° 
it for that purpose.” s, which 

[We cannot afford space for the newspaper io 2 int al 
says nothing about veterinary assistants, but we = rie 
that Mr. Nettleton is alleged to have said by 
paper.—Eb.] 


Communications, Booxs, AND PaPERS 
A.Green, G. Upton, F.T. Barton, S. vied.’ 


J. Nettelton, A. C. O. Brown, Lt. E. E. Martin. 

‘*M.R.C,V.S.” 
The Veterinary Student, Jrnl. Comp. Med. ‘ ban 

(Phila. Feb.) American Vety. Review, The 

The Daily Record, The Paisley Daily Express. 
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